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Carey Jackson, 34, Fort Worth, TX;
Eddie Kennedy, 28, Atlanta, GA;
Victor Killebrew, 36, St. Louis, MO;
Dwayne Lemon, 36, Chicago, IL;
Douglas Pendleton, 30, Chicago, IL;
Joseph Slater, 19, Kansas City, MO;
Angel Walker, 20, St. Louis, MO;
Charles Watts, 19, Philadelphia, PA;
Unidentified female, San Francisco,
CA;
Unidentified male, 40, Honolulu, HI;
Unidentified male, 30, Honolulu, HI;
Unidentified male, 58, Honolulu, HI;
Unidentified male, 54, Honolulu, HI;
Unidentified male, 46, Honolulu, HI;
Unidentified male, 36, Honolulu, HI;
and
Unidentified male, 36, Honolulu, HI.
The deaths of these people are a re-
minder to all of us that Congress must
enact sensible gun legislation now.

———
ON THE RECENT ELECTION

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, I con-
gratulate all those who participated in
our recent Federal and State elections.
In Vermont 63 percent of registered
voters went to the polls and voted. In
other States it was a bit more, in some
a bit less.

The 2000 presidential election re-
minds us all that every vote counts.
State electoral votes for President and
Vice President may be decided in some
States by the fewest in history, lit-
erally a handful of votes. In New Mex-
ico, the counting continues and the
outcome is very close. In Florida, the
counting continues and the outcome is
very close.

Likewise in Washington State, the
vote for the Senator from Washington
is still being counted and is very close.
A number of House congressional races
remain very close and final results may
have to await recounts and the out-
come of protests and challenges. The
results of the Senate and House elec-
tions are such that the House and Sen-
ate themselves will have equal num-
bers or almost equal numbers of Demo-
crats and Republicans.

I want to commend all those who
participated. I welcome our newest
Senators-elect. Many are in town this
week. I welcome JEAN CARNAHAN,
DEBBIE STABENOW, ToM CARPER, JON
CORZINE, MARK DAYTON, BEN NELSON,
BILL NELSON, and HILLARY RODHAM
CLINTON. In addition, we may be joined
by Maria Cantwell. We will be joined
by GEORGE ALLEN, and JOHN ENSIGN.
All will add greatly to our ranks and, I
hope, to the Senate’s ability to find an-
swers to the problems of the American
people.

The Congress will be confronted with
a number of challenges. We will need to
find ways to work together. In the Sen-
ate, the possibility of a Senate equally
divided among Democrats and Repub-
licans has prompted the Democratic
Leader to make the suggestion that we
consider new and less confrontational
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organizational principles that would
include equal membership ratios on our
Committees and equal staffing and eq-
uitable sharing of resources. Those are
suggestions that should be seriously
considered. I look forward to working
with all Senators in the coming days:
Senators in this Congress as we com-
plete our work before adjourning sine
die and Senators in the next Congress
as we organize for our work in Janu-
ary.

————

DEPRESSION, SUICIDE, AND
MEDICARE

Mr. WELLSTONE. Mr. President, I
rise today to call attention to new data
with respect to older Americans and
mental illnesses that support swift
consideration by the Senate of the
Medicare Mental Health Modernization
Act, S. 3233, a bill that I introduced on
October 25, 2000.

Throughout my Senate career, I have
been concerned about mental illness
and the unfair discrimination faced by
those with this serious illness. We now
know from Surgeon General David
Satcher, in his recent report, ‘“‘Mental
Health: A Report of the Surgeon Gen-
eral,” that the rate of major clinical
depression and the incidence of suicide
among senior citizens is alarmingly
high. This report cites that about one-
half of patients relocated to nursing
homes from the community are at
greater risk for depression. Moreover,
up to 37% of older adults treated in pri-
mary care settings experience symp-
toms of depression. At the same time,
the Surgeon General emphasizes that
depression ‘‘is not well-recognized or
treated in primary care settings,” and
calls attention to the alarming fact
that older people have the highest
rates of suicide in the U.S. population.
Contrary to what is widely believed,
suicide rates actually increase with
age, and, as the Surgeon General points
out, ‘‘depression is a foremost risk fac-
tor for suicide in older adults.”

Clearly, Mr. President, our nation
must take steps to ensure that mental
health care is easily and readily avail-
able under the Medicare program. S.
3233, the Medicare Mental Health Mod-
ernization Act, takes an important
first step in that direction. It is time
to take this potential fatal illness seri-
ously. I believe we must do everything
we can to make effective treatments
available in a timely manner for older
adults and others covered by Medicare,
and help prevent relapse and recur-
rence once mental illness is diagnosed.

The mental health community is
very aware of the problems in the
Medicare system and is fighting to im-
prove it. I want to thank those groups
that have supported this initial effort
to improve mental health care in the
Medicare program, particularly the
American Mental Health Counselors
Association (AMHCA) for their leader-
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ship role in fighting for improved men-
tal health care coverage for seniors
under Medicare. Their support joins
that of the other major mental health
groups mentioned in my earlier state-
ment, as well as the Association for the
Advancement of Psychology, the Clin-
ical Social Work Federation, the Fed-
eration of Families for Children’s Men-
tal Health, the International Associa-
tion of Psychosocial Rehabilitation
Services, and the National Council for
Community Behavioral Healthcare. I
want to applaud the determination of
these groups for stepping forward to
fight for the rights of those with men-
tal illnesses, and their commitment to
improving mental health services fund-
ed by the Medicare program.

——————

HONORING THE MARINE CORPS
225TH BIRTHDAY

Ms. LANDRIEU. Mr. President, On
November 10th, we honored the 225th
birthday of the United States Marine
Corps. For more than two centuries,
the United States Marine Corps has ex-
emplified the highest virtues of loy-
alty, service, and sacrifice. From the
Barbary coast to the far reaches of the
Pacific, in the jungles of Vietnam and
across the vast expanse of the Arabian
desert, America’s Marines have shown
the world the meaning of ‘“‘Semper Fi.”

Through the long march of our his-
tory, few military organizations have
been held in such high esteem as the
United States Marine Corps. Our Ma-
rine Corps are men and women of great
character. They are smart, tough, dedi-
cated, and faithful, truly the best
America has to offer. For 225 years,
they have stood for all that is great
about this nation: honor, courage, and
commitment. Their values, sense of
courage, and quiet, steadfast character
remain timeless and valuable commod-
ities for an age in which our Nation’s
interests face considerable new threats.

Throughout their great history, Ma-
rines protected America’s interests,
struggled against foes who attempted
to do our country harm, and remained
at the forefront of our Nation’s efforts
to maintain global peace and stability.
In hundreds of distant lands, from
Nicaragua to Lebanon to Somalia, Ma-
rines restored and maintained order,
aided people in distress, provided pro-
tection for the weak, and upheld the
values that have come to define our
country on the world stage. Many
made the ultimate sacrifice in the
service of their country, and we honor
their memory.

In my hometown of New Orleans, we
are fortunate enough to be rich in Ma-
rine Corps history and tradition. We
are the proud home of the Marine
Forces Reserve Headquarters where
Major General Mize commands more
than 104,000 Reserve Marines all across
the United States. We are also the
home of the last Medal of Honor winner
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